How do I cite the Bible?
MLA
In-Text Citation
Include the version, abbreviate it, and underline it. You may also abbreviate long book
names with a period. Place a comma between the version and the citation. Use a period
between the chapter and verse reference instead of a colon or a comma.
E.g.:

“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become
angry” (NIV, James 1.19).
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is
no law” (ESV, Gal. 5.22-23).

Works Cited Page
Organize it by version and write out the full name. Include publication information and
year.
E.g.:

New International Version. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1986

APA
In-Text Citation
Titles of books of the Bible come first and may be abbreviated. Use a colon between the
chapter and the verse reference. Include the version by full name but only in the first
reference. Unless you introduce a different version, you won’t need to name the version
again.
E.g.:

“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to
become angry” (James 1:19, New International Version).
 if 1st Bible citation

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law” (Gal. 5:22-23).
 if 2nd Bible citation from same version

Reference Page
Do not include the Bible in the References.

Chicago
In-Text Citation
The in-text citation will be a footnote. Titles of books of the Bible come first and should
be abbreviated. Use a colon between the chapter and the verse reference. Include the
version in parentheses by full name in the first reference and abbreviated in further
references. Don’t forget to end the footnote with a period.
E.g.:

3. James 1:19 (New International Version).
 if 1st Bible citation

4. Gal. 5:22-23 (NIV).
 if 2nd Bible citation from same version

Bibliography Page
Regardless of whether the paper includes a full Bibliography or not, the Bible is not
included on the Bibliography page.

SBL
In-Text Citation
Even though SBL uses footnotes, it wants biblical citations to be included in the text. A
biblical reference should be placed in parentheses coming before the period of the
sentence. The version name does not need to be included unless it seems important; if it
is included, it should be abbreviated, it should follow the book, chapter, and verse
reference without a comma, and it does not need to be italicized or underlined. Use a
colon between chapter and verse references and abbreviate most book titles.
E.g.:

“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become
angry” (James 1:19).
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is
no law” (Gal. 5:22-23 ESV).

Bibliography Page
The Bible is not included on the Bibliography page.

